Better Surrey Rapid Transit

BIGGER SOLUTION NEEDED FOR SURREY

Both City-wide LRT network and SkyTrain to Langley only
will Fail to ease congestion, meet transit use objective
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For Immediate Release

A major TransLink rapid transit planning study has mislead stakeholders in the City of Surrey in its evaluation
of options, in terms of a statement of which options “meet the study objectives.”

The recent release by TransLink, called “Surrey Rapid Transit Alternatives Analysis: Findings to Date”, narrows
down the alternatives to be looked at for Surrey Rapid Transit down to four alternatives, each one being based
upon three transit modes (bus rapid transit, light rail transit, SkyTrain). A Surrey-based transit advocacy group
has found that all four alternatives fall short of one key objective that was completely ignored in this findings
to date document: congestion reduction and increasing transit use.

The proposals mostly anticipate to attract a regional transit commute-to-work mode-share of just 16.5% by
2041. This contradicts with an objective presented to all consultants in the study’s backgrounder document,
which is to attract a regional sustainable commute (walking + cycling + transit) mode-share of 50% by 2041.
With walking and cycling unlikely to see such growth to fully make up for all of the remaining 24.5%, Surrey
is being put in a situation where none of the proposed rapid transit alternatives will meet this key objective.
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“Better Surrey Rapid Transit” is a growing campaign against the Light Rail Transit proposal by Surrey’s Mayor
Watts (on the basis that the proposalis inferior to SkyTrain and, as a result, will not meet key modal shift goals
and others, such as greenhosue gas emission reduction goals) - and in support of a larger SkyTrain expansion
thanis currently being proposed by TransLink. Over 150 supporters have stated interest through social media.

“I'm not going to sit here and let my city be ruined by congestion because  paryl pela cruz
of incompetence throuhgout this rapid transit planning process” Campaign Director

Media are advised to prepare a large transit campaign launch during 2013. Better Surrey Rapid Transit's
advocacy team continues to work on a series of advocacy case documents to present the reasons that Surrey
truly needs SkyTrain and that the at-grade Light Rail system proposed by the local Mayor and Council will
simply not do. The documents which will include a new cost analysis, and will also introduce an alternate
and more affordable SkyTrain proposal, are slated to be released in stages and in several formats (video,
presentation, reports). Another current project involves the preparation of a petition telling Mayor Watts and
the City of Surrey to reconsider SkyTrain, which will launch in April 2013.
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